Halloween Comes Early! 


Numismagram Newsletter #52 (X/2020) 



In the (ghoulish) spirit of the impending holiday, we are back with another installment of 


our popular "skulls and skeletons" material just in time to set the spooky mood. 
Though this Halloween will certainly be rather different than those in the past, it’s likely 
that you’ll be seeing many more people donning masks—just not those that one would 
have expected prior to this year. Quite likely, there will also be a diminished amount of 
trick-or-treating, but that doesn't mean that there needs to be a diminished amount of 
pets in costumes, like Athena here posing in her witch’s hat... 












One of the interesting items in this upload actually doesn’t feature a skull or skeleton at 

all, but instead a devil... 



This "token" is actually part of a rather elaborate ruse that was only more recently 
understood, and it involves the false story of devil worship on a tiny island off the coast 
of Denmark. These tokens caused quite a stir, but the backstory —fully described in the 
link above —is quite the read. A clever plot involving satanism and numismatics... what’s 

not to love? 

Moving to another type that we have not offered in the past, check out this lead funeral 
token from Maastricht in the Netherlands. These cool pieces were meant to serve as a 
receipt for funerary expenses or as a funerary commemorative, and were associated 
with different churches in the city—in this instance, the Church of St. Servatius. 
Comparing them to the popular issues from St. Lambert’s in Liege, these 
“begrafenisloodjes" are rarer and larger, offering a much bigger, more prominent skull... 








If these don’t get you in the holiday spirit, how about this early 1600’s copper 
rechenpfennig from Zellerfeld in Germany? This macabre skull is surmounted by an 
hourglass—a great memento mori in its own right —while also featuring worms coming 
out of the eye sockets. This undoubtedly stands as one of the more ghastly pieces of 
exonumia that you are likely to encounter, and is in great condition for the age and type 

as well... 














You can view all ten pieces in this spooky upload by clicking on the banner art below, 
and you can view all of our "skulls and skeletons" pieces in inventory (new or not), by 
clicking iere . Additionally, if you find these items intriguing and would like to view those 
that we have sold in the past, you can click 











Lastly, we’ll be back again a little later in November with a larger upload specifically 
focused upon medallic art from World War I—just in time for the 102nd anniversary of 

the Great War’s conclusion. 


top image: The Dance of Death (1493) by Michael Wolgemut 
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